
PLAP 3210: POLITICAL PARTIES AND INTEREST GROUPS 
 
 

 
Instructor: Boris Heersink (bsh3uf@virginia.edu) 

Summer Session II: June 15 – July 11, 2015 
Mo-Fri, 10:30 AM – 12:45 PM 

Gibson Hall, 342 
Office Hours: by appointment 

 
 
 
 

Course Description 
 
Course Aims: Despite a long history of skepticism and outright hostility to the mere concept 
of factionalism from American voters and political thinkers alike, political parties have 
dominated American politics from the late 18th century until today. While there have been 
many dramatic changes in the American party system, it is nearly impossible to envision 
what the American political system would look like without parties. However, while parties 
are omnipresent as political institutions, political scientists have long struggled to identify 
exactly how they affect political outcomes. Indeed, major discussions in the field center 
around the question of whether parties have any influence on politics at all, and even on 
the question of how to define what parties are. 
 
The core aim of this course is to provide you with an understanding of these debates within 
the political science literature. Additionally, the course should provide you with a basic 
understanding of how political parties developed in American history, and to help you 
understand the (changing) role they play as institutions in American politics. To achieve 
this we will be reading a considerable number of different perspectives from political 
scientists who have debated these issues. When reading these works, it is important to 
keep in mind that the authors are proposing answers that potentially can solve the puzzles 
they face. In doing so, they frequently disagree (sometimes very strongly) amongst each 
other. You will be expected to have a thorough understanding of the basic arguments put 
forward by each of the authors we will be reading, and you should be able to compare and 
connect their views with those put forward in other readings on the syllabus. 
 
Basic Rules: During class all students are expected to participate actively - meaning you 
should be answering and raising questions, and participating fully in the discussion. Be 
advised that your physical attendance in the classroom alone does not result in a high 
participation grade. You should make sure that you come to class having read all the 
readings for that day. Additionally, to create an atmosphere in which all students feel 
comfortable participating and have the ability to achieve their full potential, civility during 
the discussions is vital. During our discussions we will inevitably come to talk about day to 
day politics and it is likely that you will find yourself disagreeing strongly with points put 
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forward by your fellow students (and they with yours!). While you should absolutely feel 
free to challenge those students, it is crucial that you should be respectful of others' 
opinions and positions. 
 
Absences: If for some reason you cannot be present for understandable reasons (illness, 
personal circumstances clearly beyond your control, etc.) you should contact me about that 
as soon as possible (if at all possible, before the start of class). Unexcused absences will 
result in a lowering of your participation grade, so make sure that if you are absent for an 
acceptable reason you inform me about it. 
 
Office Hours: Since we meet daily I will not hold regularly scheduled office hours. However, 
I can easily meet before or after class if you want to discuss something. If you want to 
schedule a meeting, or if you have a straightforward question, you should always feel free 
to email me and I will try to get back to you as soon as possible.  
 
Grade: Your grade will be based on participation in class (35%), a midterm (20%), a final 
(25%) and a research design (20%).  
 
The midterm and final will follow the same format: both are open book and open note take-
home exams, for which you will have 24 hours. The exams will be distributed through 
Collab. The questions will be open ended essay questions and are focused more on a 
general understanding of the arguments put forward in the readings rather than your 
ability to recall minor details. Most of the questions will require you to make connections 
between different readings we’ve read.  
 
The research design will exist of a 2-3 page proposed research project engaging a specific 
puzzle regarding American political parties in relation to the readings you will read in this 
course. You will be expected to provide me with a basic description of your research topic 
in class on July 2. The proposal itself is due in class on July 9. Specific guidelines regarding 
the specific components of the research design will be distributed after the midterm, but 
while doing the readings keep your eye open for a topic you might be interested expanding 
on for this assignment. 
 
Participation is a considerable part of your final grade. Since we will be meeting daily in a 
relatively small group, it is important that you all actively participate in the discussion. It is 
therefore important that (1) you make sure you have thoroughly read all readings assigned 
for each day and (2) you actively participate in the discussion. Our group is small enough 
that everybody has a chance (and, therefore, will be expected) to take part in the 
conversation. 
 
Grade Complaints: Your performance in this course (on the exams, the research design, and 
your participation) will be graded in comparison to your fellow students as well as 
predetermined expectations. This means that the grade you earn should be a fair 
representation of how you have performed in comparison both to my general expectations 
of all participants as well as your fellow classmates' work in this course. It is possible that 
you may be unhappy with a grade, and believe that it should be adapted. Should you want 
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to challenge your grade, please email me to set up an appointment and bring with you the 
copy of your exam or assignment and a written description (approximately half a page) of 
why you believe your grade does not accurately represent your work. We will subsequently 
discuss your work and I will assess whether I believe your grade should be changed. 
 
Honor Code: All assignments in this course fall under the University of Virginia’s honor 
code. Any violation (including, but not limited to, cheating on exams, and plagiarism) will 
result in the student being held accountable to the full extent of university guidelines. 
 
Note: If you or someone you know is struggling with gender, sexual, or domestic violence, 
there are many community and University of Virginia resources available. The Office of the 
Dean of Students: 434- 924-7133 (or after hours and weekends 434-924-7166 for the 
University Police Department; ask them to refer the issue to the Dean on Call), Sexual 
Assault Resources Agency (SARA) hotline: 434-977-7273 (24/7), Shelter for Help in 
Emergency (SHE) hotline: 434-293-8509 (24/7), and UVA Women's Center: 435-982- 
2361. If you prefer to speak anonymously and confidentially over the phone to UVa student 
volunteers, call Madison House's HELP Line (24/7): 434-295-8255. 
 
 

Course Materials 
 
Nearly all readings for this course will be made available online through Collab. The only 
exception concerns: 
  
Marjorie Randon Hershey, Party Politics in America (Boston: Pearson, 2015, 16th edition) 
 
The Hershey textbook is available at the university book store. Previous editions are also 
available on Amazon and at other online retailers at a considerably lower rate. I expect the 
differences between the 16th and (somewhat recent) other editions to be relatively minor, 
however if you choose to purchase a different edition than the one listed above it will be at 
your own risk. The Hershey book is intended largely to provide you with a communal basis 
of knowledge about political parties and American politics. You should of course make sure 
you read any Hershey chapters assigned, but I would advise you to focus most of your time 
on the other assigned readings. 
 
 

Course Syllabus 
 
 
Monday, June 15 
 

Topic: Introduction  
 
Readings:  
 
No readings. 
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Tuesday, June 16 
 

Topic: Why Parties?  
 
Readings: 
 
Hershey, Party Politics in America, Chapters 1 and 2. 

 
John Aldrich, Why Parties? A Second Look (Chicago: University of Chicago, 2011), 
Chapter 1. 

 
 
Wednesday, June 17 
 

Topic: Parties and History – Realignment Theory  
 
Readings: 

 
Hershey, Party Politics in America, Chapter 7. 
 
David Mayhew, Electoral Realignments: A Critique of an American Genre (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 2004) Chapters 2 and 4. 

 
 
Thursday, June 18 
 

Topic: Parties and History – The First and Second Party Systems  
 
Readings: 
 
Aldrich, Why Parties?, Chapter 3. 
 
James W. Ceaser, Presidential Selection: Theory and Development (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1979), Chapter 3. 

 
 
Friday, June 19 
 

Topic: Parties and History – (The End of) Party Machines in the Gilded Age and 
Progressive Era 
 
Readings:  
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Richard Bensel, “The American Ballot Box: Law, Identity, and the Polling Place in the 
Mid-Nineteenth Century,” Studies in American Political Development vol. 17 (Spring 
2003) 1-27. 
 
Scott C. James, “Patronage Regimes and American Party Development from ‘the Age 
of Jackson’ to the Progressive Era,” British Journal of Political Science vol. 36, no. 1 
(2006) 39-60. 

 
Jamie Carson and Jeffery A. Jenkins, “Examining the Electoral Connection Across 
Time,” Annual Review of Political Science (2011) 25-46. 

 
 
Monday, June 22  
 

Topic: Parties and History - The New Deal Coalition and Beyond 
 
Readings: 
 
Sidney M. Milkis, The President and the Parties: The Transformation of the American 
Party System Since the New Deal (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993) , Chapters 
2 and 3 
 
Ronald Reagan, “Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on the Program for 
Economic Recovery,” (February 18, 1981). 
 

 
Tuesday, June 23:  
 

Topic: Parties in Government - Congress I  
 
Readings: 
 
Hershey, Party Politics in America, Chapter 13. 
 
Gary W. Cox and Mathew D. McCubbins, Legislative Leviathan: Party Government in 
the House (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993 – 2nd edition, 2007) 
Chapters 5 and 7.  

 
 
Wednesday, June 24 
 

Topic: Parties in Government - Congress II 
 
Readings: 
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Keith Krehbiel, “Where’s the Party?” British Journal of Political Science 23 (1993) 
235-266 
 
Gary W. Cox and Mathew D. McCubbins, Setting the Agenda: Responsible Party 
Government in the U.S. House of Representatives (New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 2005) Chapters 1 and 2. 

 
 
Thursday, June 25:  
 

Topic: Party Brands 
   
Readings: 
 
Jeffrey D. Grynaviski, Partisan Bonds: Political Reputations and Legislative 
Accountability (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), Chapter 2.  
 
Jeffery A. Jenkins, “Examining the Bonding Effect of Party: A Comparative Analysis of 
Roll-Call Voting in the U.S. and Confederate Houses,” American Journal of Political 
Science vol. 43, no. 4 (1999) 1144-1165. 
 

 
Friday, June 26 
 

Topic: Midterm Exam 
 
Readings: No readings. 
 
Assignment details: The midterm exam is take-home and open book/notes, and will 
be made available on Collab. You will have 24 hours to finish the exam from the 
moment it becomes available. 

 
 
Monday, June 29 
 

Topic: Parties in Government - Presidents and Parties 
 
Readings: 
 
Hershey, Party Politics in America, Chapter 14. 
 
Daniel J. Galvin, Presidential Party Building: Dwight D. Eisenhower to George W. Bush 
(Princeton; Princeton University Press, 2010), Chapters 1, 2 and 3. 

 
 
Tuesday, June 30 
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Topic: Parties and Presidential Nominations 

 
Readings: 
  
Hershey, Party Politics in America, Chapters 9 and 10. 
  
Marty Cohen, David Karol, Hans Noel, and John Zaller, The Party Decides: Presidential 
Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 
2008) Chapter 7. 

 
 
Wednesday, July 1 
 
 Topic: Parties in Organization – National Committees 
 
 Readings: 
 
 Hershey, Party Politics in America, Chapter 4 
 

Cornelius C. Cotter and John F. Bibby, “Institutional Development of Parties and the 
Thesis of Party Decline,” Political Science Quarterly vol. 95, no. 1 (1980), 1-27. 

  
Daniel J. Galvin, “The Transformation of Political Institutions: Investments in 
Institutional Resources and Gradual Change in the National Party Committees.” 
Studies in American Political Development 26(2012), 50-70. 

 
 
Thursday, July 2 
 
 Topic: Parties as (Ideological) Coalitions 
 
 Readings: 
 

Kathleen Bawm, Martin Cohen, David Karol, Seth Masket, Hans Noel, and John Zaller, 
“A Theory of Political Parties: Groups, Policy Demands, and Nominations in 
American Politics,” Perspectives on Politics, vol. 10, no. 3 (2012) 571-597. 

 
Hans Noel, Political Ideologies and Political Parties in America (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2013) Chapter 2. 
 
Hans Noel, “The Coalition Merchants: The Ideological Roots of the Civil Rights 
Realignment,” Journal of Politics vol. 74, no. 1 (2012) 156-173. 

 
 
Friday, July 3 
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 Topic: Parties in Organization – National Conventions 
 
 Readings: 
  

Byron E. Shafer, “The Pure Partisan Institution: National Party Conventions as 
Research Sites,” in L. Sandy Maisel and Jeffrey M. Berry (eds), The Oxford Handbook 
of American Political Parties and Interest Groups (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2010) 264-284. 

 
Boris Heersink and Jeffery A. Jenkins, “Southern Delegates and Republican National 
Convention Politics, 1880-1928” Studies in American Political Development vol. 29, 
no. 1 (April 2015) 68-88. 

 
 
Monday, July 6 
 
 Topic: Party Position Change: Coalitions and Interest Groups 
 
 Readings: 
 

Norman Schofield and Gary Miller, “Elections and Activist Coalitions in the United 
States,” American Journal of Political Science vol. 51, no. 3 (2007) 518-531. 
 
David Karol, Party Position Change in American Politics (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2009), Chapters 1 and 2. 

 
 
Tuesday, July 7 
  

Topic: Interest Groups: The Pros and Cons of Lobying in American Politics 
 

Readings: 
 
Theda Skocpol, “Associations Without Members,” The American Prospect (December 
19, 2001). 
 
Richard L. Hall and Frank W. Wayman, “Buying Time: Moneyed Interests and the 
Mobilization of Bias in Congressional Committees,” The American Political Science 
Review vol. 84, no. 3 (1990) 797-820. 
 
Marjorie Hojnacki and David Kimball, “Organized Interests and the Decision of 
Whom to Lobby in Congress,” The American Political Science Review vol. 92, no. 4 
(1998), 775-790 
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Richard L. Hall and Alan V. Deardorff, “Lobbying as Legislative Subsidy,” The 
American Political Science Review vol. 100, no. 1 (2006), 69-84.  

 
 
Wednesday, July 8 
 

Topic: Research design workshop 
 

Readings:  
 
No readings. 

 
Assignment Details: In class we will workshop your research designs – make sure 
you have a draft of the full assignment ready.  

 
 
Thursday, July 9 
 

Topic: Movie day / Research design due in class 
 

Readings:  
 

No readings. 
 

Assignment Details: Hand in a hard-copy of your research design at the beginning of 
class. 

 
 
Friday, July 10 
 

Topic: Final exam. 
 

Readings:  
 
No readings. 

 
Assignment Details: The final exam is take-home and open book/notes, and will be 
made available on Collab. You will have 24 hours to finish the exam from the 
moment it becomes available. 
 

 


